In June 1971, at the recommendation of the Ohio Board of Regents, the Allen County Technical Institute District was formed. Functional operation of the new institution began in July 1971 under the interim auspices of The Ohio State University. Finally, in September 1971, the College received its own charter and began operation under its own Board of Trustees. The continued cooperative relationship between Lima Technical College and The Ohio State University has produced an efficient campus operation and a very unique and effective educational environment.
Since the fall quarter of 1971, in which 468 students registered, the College has experienced remarkable growth and development. The College has become West Central Ohio's largest two-year college, with nearly 4,500 students, offering over 90 associate degrees, majors and certificate programs. Today, the College's online coursework and offcampus learning centers serve 33 Ohio counties. Additionally, nearly 1,700 non-credit training and service contracts have been delivered by the College's Workforce Development area in the past decade. In addition, for that same time period, almost 500 short-term, non-credit professional development seminars have been delivered to various professionals in its 10-county service area. More than 25,000 participants from manufacturing to allied health organizations have benefited from Workforce Development services.
As Lima Technical College grew, the need for a name change became increasingly more evident. On 
Facilities
The concept of a single student body on the Lima Campus carries over to the use of facilities. The ten buildings, located on 565 acres, are shared by Rhodes State College and The Ohio State University at Lima. Classroom and laboratory space, comprising a total gross area of 420,000 square feet, is available to sustain current programs in technical and continuing education.
The Information Technology Building opened in Winter of 2004 and was renamed Keese Hall in honor of retired president Earl Keese. This 33,232 square foot structure houses the information technology programs. In addition, the College created a Workforce and Economic Development Center within the new building to help stimulate workforce development and entrepreneurial activity in the region through consolidation of regional workforce and economic development entities administered by the College. Consolidation of these services brought the Small Business Development Center to the campus, and enables new and existing small business owners a one-stop approach to training, counseling and financial services within Workforce and Economic Development. In 2014, the Keese Hall Multipurpose Center was opened. This important expansion for campus and community use seats 300-400 people, with access to high quality breakout spaces in the existing Keese Hall.
Philosophy of Student Learning and Development
At Rhodes State College, our focus is upon student learning and development both in and out of the classroom. Therefore, the philosophy of student learning and development at the College is to promote the whole person in the context of a diverse community in which students are encouraged to responsibly manage their lives and educational goals with balance and integrity.
Through a student-centered environment, students are developed toward intellectual, intrapersonal, interpersonal and life-management achievement. As students embark on their educational journey at Rhodes State College, they learn to experience, understand, and appreciate a college education and what it can do for them personally and professionally.
The College adheres to exemplary student affairs practices that are designed to create a student development-centered environment that recognizes diversity and promotes student access and progress. The philosophy of student learning and development is embedded within the Student Affairs' mission, goals, activities, programs and services.
